
Come meet your neighborhood!
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WELCOME!
East Somerville Main Streets is 
excited to present this 1st edition 
East Somerville Guide Book.  East 
Somerville has a lot to offer but one 
of the most unique highlights is our 
international cuisine from across the 
globe including El Salvador, Mexico, 
Brazil, Italy, Ethiopia and more!  

While you are out enjoying all the flavors of East Somerville, you also can’t 
miss our noteworthy public art collection. We have included a suggested 
walking tours in this Guide to take in all of our amazing artworks and some 
local history to help you familiarize yourself with East Somerville’s past and 
what has shaped the community to what it is today.  

We hope that this Guide will inspire you to visit our local businesses, take 
in some local culture and fall in love with East Somerville.  Feel free to visit 
us online at Eastsomervillemainstreets.org to learn more about how East 
Somerville Main Streets works to support East Somerville.

Come meet your neighborhood!

East Somerville Main Streets would like 

to thank its 2021 Program Sponsors

      Katie Malin is a real estate broker affi liated with compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides 
by equal housing opportunity laws.

Your Local 
Real Estate Expert
As a resident of the Foss Park area, I have come to love this 
community dearly! The local businesses around here (Leone’s, 
La Brasa, Winter Hill Brewing - to name a few), add so much 
fl avor and texture to the heart of East Somerville. I miss the 
days when we could shop local at the Armory and am eagerly 
awaiting a return to events like that.

I’ve sold homes in Somerville for 10+ years now. When I’m not 
out showing or selling houses in the area, you can fi nd me at 
Foss Park with my shih-tzu Teddy every morning at 9:30 having 
a romp with our neighborhood friends. Please, come say hi!

If you’re looking to connect with a local real estate agent (or 
make a new friend) who lives in and loves East Somerville,
let’s chat!

K AT I E  M A L I N
katie.malin@compass.com
781.799.5981
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      Katie Malin is a real estate broker affi liated with compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides 

https://www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/


Eat & Drink
1.BUDDY’S DINER
113 Washington St
Somerville, MA 02143
(617)-623-9725
Mon-Fri 05:30 AM-02:00 PM
Sat 06:00 AM-02:00 PM
Sun 07:00 AM-02:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
buddy-s-diner

2.CASEYS
171 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 625-5195
Mon-Thu 10:00 AM-1:00 AM
Fri-Sat 10:00 AM-2:00 AM
Sun 12:00 PM-1:00 AM
www.caseyssomerville.com

3.FASIKA
145 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 628-9300
Mon-Thu 5:30 PM-10:00 PM
Fri 5:30 PM-11:00 PM
Sat-Sun 2:00 PM-11:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
fasika

4.FAT HEN
126 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 764-1612
Wed-Sun 5:00 PM-10:00 PM
www.fathenboston.com

5.FRIENDS PIZZA 
38 Cross St
Somerville, MA 02145 
(617) 284-6077
www.friendspizzeria.com

6.GAUCHAO BRAZILIAN 
CUISINE
102 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 625-6100
Mon-Sun 11:00 AM-11:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
gauchao-brazilian-cuisine 

7.LA BRASA
124 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 764-1412
Tue-Sat 5:00 pm-10:00 pm
Sun 10:00 am-3:00 pm
www.labrasasomerville.com

8.LOS PAISANOS
62 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 629-3502
Mon-Sun 8:00 AM-10:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
los-paisanos

9.MICHAEL’S BAR
97 Washington St
Somerville, MA 02143
(617)-623-3364
Mon-Sat 9:00 AM-1:00 AM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
michael-s-bar

10.MAYA SOL
179 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 776-9179
Mon-Sun 8:00 AM-11:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/ 
maya-sol

11.MONTECRISTO 
TAQUERIA
146 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 628-8458
Mon-Sun 8:00 AM-10:00 PM
www.montecristorestaurantsomerville.com

12.MOUNT VERNON
14 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-666-3830
Mon-Sat 11:30 AM-10:00 PM
Sun 9:30 AM - 10:00 PM
www.mtvernonsomerville.com

13.OLA CAFE
112 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(978) 375-7042
Mon-Sun 6:00 AM - 5:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
ola-café 

Los Paisanos

Fasika

Gauchao Maya Sol Recinos Café Olá Café
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14.OLIVEIRA’S STEAK 
HOUSE
120 Washington St
Somerville, MA 02143
(617)-764-0455
Mon-Sun 11:00 AM-11:00 PM
www.oliveirassteakhouse.com

15.PASTELARIA VITORIA
192 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 776-4303
Mon-Sat 6:00 AM-10:00 PM
Sun 6:00 AM-6:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
pastelaria-victoria

16.RECINO’S CAFE
85B Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-764-1375
Mon-Fri 07:00 AM-11:00 PM
Sat 07:00 AM-07:00 PM
Sun 07:00 AM-11:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
recinos

17.REI DA PICANHA
129 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-764-0547
www.reidapicanha.net

18.RINCÓN MEXICANO
99 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 776-1200
Monday Closed
Tue-Sun 10:30 AM-10:00 PM
www.rinconmexicanosomerville.com 

19.ROYAL PIZZA & SUBS
23 Washington St
Somerville, MA 02143
(617)-776-8415
Mon-Sat 10:00 AM-10:00 AM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
royal-pizza-subs 

20.TACO LOCO
44 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 625-3830
Mon-Sun 7:00 AM-11:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/ 
taco-loco

21.TAPATIO MEXICAN 
GRILL
82A Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 625-4119
Mon-Sun 11:00 AM-11:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
tapatio-mexican-grill 

22.VINNY’S
76 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 628-1921
Mon-Sat 6:00 AM-10:00 PM
Sunday 6:00 AM-9:00 PM
www.vinnysatnight.com

Shop
23.AMIGOS MARKET
86 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 776-6009
Mon-Sun 7:00 AM-10:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
amigos-market 

24.AWARDS UNLIMITED
77 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 625-0100
Mon-Fri 9:30 AM-5:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
awards-unlimited

25.BAIROS LIQUORS
78 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 623-3344
www.bairos-liquors.business.site

26.BERRY BRANCH
78 Cross St
Somerville, MA
(419) 575-1338
www.berrybranchdesign.com

27.DEANO’S PASTA
15 Garfield Ave
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 623-0013
Mon-Fri 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sat 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
deano-s-pasta

28.JOE’S LIQUORS
160 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 628-2868
Mon-Thur 10:00 AM-10:00 PM
Fri-Sat 10:00 AM-10:45 PM
Sun 10:00 AM-8:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
joe-s-liquors

29.MELANIE’S BOUTIQUE
88 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 440-7344
Mon-Sun 10:00 AM-08:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
melanie-s-boutique

30.METRO PCS
133 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 440-5130
Mon-Sat 9:30 AM-7:30 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
metro-pcs

Taco Loco
Berry Branch

Amigos Market
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31.RAPID RETAIL SYSTEMS
18 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 764-2193
Mon-Fri 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
rapid-retail-systerms 

32.SHADDAI BOUTIQUE
95 Broadway 
Somerville, MA 02145
857-237-0723
 Mon-Sat 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
Sun 10:00 AM-6:00 PM
www.shaddaiboutique.business.site

33.SK CONVENIENCE 
STORES
4 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 625-0800
Mon-Fri 6:00 AM-10:00 PM
Sat-Sun 7:00 AM-10:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/ 
s-k-convenience-stores

34.SULLIVAN SQUARE 
LIQUORS
30 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 764-1882
Mon-Sat 9:00 AM-11:00 PM
Sun 10:00 PM-10:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
sullivan-square-liquors

35.SUPER DOLLAR PLUS
82 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 440-5134
Mon-Sat 9:00 AM-8:30 PM
Sun 9:00 AM-7:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
super-dollar-plus

36.SUSANITA FIESTA
91 Broadway
Somerville MA 02145
(617) 970-6034
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
susanitafiesta

37.TIKAL UNIFORM
70 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-628-0847
Mon-Fri 8:00 AM-7:00 PM
Sat-Sun: Closed
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
tikal-uniform

38.VARIEDADES MAYRA
87 Broadway 
Somerville MA 02145
(781) 330-7440
(857) 210-5206
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
variedadesmayra

Beauty
39.ANA’S HAIR SALON
45 Cross St
Somerville, MA 02145
(857) 615-4471
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
ana-s-hair-salon 

40.BONITA HAIR SALON
2 Broadway, 2A-2B
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-764-0008
Mon-Tue 8:30 AM-5:00 PM
Wed 8:30 AM-7:00 PM
Thur-Fri 8:30 AM-8:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM-6:00 PM
Sun 10:00 AM-3:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
bonita-hair-salon

41.COCO STYLE
85A Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-764-1846
Mon-Sun 8:30 AM-9:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
coco-style

42.FADIL AFRICAN HAIR 
BRAIDING 
8 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 497-1350
Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-7:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM-8:00 PM
Sun 11:00 AM-5:00 PM
www.fadilafricanhairbraiding.com

43.JOZY’S HAIR SALON
139 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 625-1377
Mon-Sat 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
josy-s-hair-salon

44.HAIR-GINEER
4 Lincoln St
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-718-0830
Mon-Sat: 9:00 AM-8:00 PM
Sunday: 10:00 AM-6:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
hair-gineer

Susanita Fiesta

Hair-gineer

Bonita Hair Salon
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45.NEW STYLE BEAUTY 
SALON
88 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 666-0391
Mon-Sat 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
new-style-beauty-salon 

46.WALLY’S
140 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 629-4154
Mon-Sat 8:30 AM-9:00 PM
Sun 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
wally-s

Fitness
47.DURBROW 
PERFORMANCE TRAINING
10 Garfield St
Somerville, MA 02145
(800)-668-7984
www.durbrowperformance.com

48.RX STRENGTH TRAINING
50 Tufts St
Somerville, MA 02145
(855)-655-7978
Mon-Thur 06:00 AM-08:00 PM
Friday 06:00 AM-07:00 PM
Sat-Sun 09:00 AM-01:00 PM
www.rxstrengthtraining.com

49.SITYODTONG MUAY 
THAI ACADEMY
100 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-627-9678
Mon-Sun 11:00 AM-01:00 PM
5:30 PM-08:00 PM
www.sityodtong.com

50.SOMERVILLE BOXING 
CLUB
11 Otis St
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-629-5659
Mon-Fri 02:30 PM-08:00 PM
Sat 12:00 PM-02:30 PM
www.somervilleboxingclub.com

Services
51.ARCHITECTURAL 
OPENINGS
16 Garfield Ave
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 776-9223 
Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
www.archop.com

52.BROADWAY BRAKE CORP
45 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 666-1100
Mon-Fri 8:00 AM-7:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM-5:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
broadway-brake-corp

53.CASAS GARCIA
114 Broadway, Suite 105 
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 863-7017
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
casas-garcia

54.CHANG XPRESS
192 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 776-7770
www.changexpress.com

55.FOUNDATION KITCHEN
3 Washington St
Somerville, MA 02143
(617)-718-0188
www.foundationkitchen.com/

56.INSTANT SHOE REPAIR
20 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 658-0204
Mon-Sat 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
instant-shoe-repair

57.KEVIN JACKSON
23 Rush St
Somerville, MA 02143
(617) 666-1177
www.kevinjacksonco.com

58.LOPESA SERVICES
94 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-623-7368
Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
lopesa-services

Durbrow Performance Training

Sityodtong Muay Thai Academy

Kevin Jackson Carpentery
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59.NEW CITY LINE 
LAUNDROMAT
110 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 764-1870
Mon-Fri 7:00 AM-11:00 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
new-city-line-laundromat 

60.PERFECT DENTAL
128 Broadway
Somerville, MA, 02145
(617)-764-3032
Mon-Fri 9:30 AM-6:00 PM
Every other Sat 9:00 AM-2:00 PM
www.myperfectdental.com

61.PSG FRAMING
130 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 261-1817
Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-5:00 PM
www.psgframing.com

62.REV CLINICS
67 Broadway 
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 213-6006
www.revolutionaryclinics.org

63.SMILES BY ROSIE
6 Kensington Ave
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-623-2100
Mon-Thu 10:00 AM-6:30 PM
Fri 9:00 AM-5:30 PM
Closed Daily 2:00 PM-3:00 PM
www.smilesbyrosie.com

64. SOMERVILLE 
PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY 
AND ORTHODONTICS
51 Cross Street
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 227-2421
www.smilesbyrosie.com

65.TRESFORT METAL 
WORKS
38 Cross St East
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-627-9973
www.tresfortmetal.com

City Services
66.CROSS ST SENIOR 
CENTER
165 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-625-6600
Tue-Thu 8:30 AM-2:30 PM
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/
cross-st-senior-center 

67.EAST BRANCH LIBRARY
115 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 623-5000
Mon 10:00 AM-9:00 PM
Tue 2:00 PM-6:00 PM
Wed 10:00 AM-6:00 PM
Thu 10:00 AM-9:00 PM
Fri 10:00 AM-6:00 PM
Sat 9:00 AM-1:00 PM
www.somervillepubliclibrary.org 

68.EAST SOMERVILLE 
MAIN STREETS
3 Glen St
Somerville, MA 02145
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org

69.MUDFLAT
81 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617) 628-0589
Mon and Wed 10:00 AM-9:30 PM
Tues and Thur 5:30 PM-9:30 PM
Fri 10:00 AM-9:30 PM
Sat-Sun 10:00 AM-7:00 PM
www.mudflat.org

70.TEEN EMPOWERMENT
165 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-625-6600
Mon-Fri 10:00 AM-6:00 PM
Sat-Sun Closed
www.teenempowerment.org

71.PROJECT SOUP
165 Broadway
Somerville, MA 02145
(617)-776-7687
Monday Closed
Tuesday 12:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Wednesday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Thursday 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Sat-Sun Closed
www.somervillehomelesscoalition.org

Smiles by Rosie

Mudflat

Mudflat

East Branch Library
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Eat and Drink 
1. Buddy’s Diner
2.  Caseys
3.  Fasika
4.  Fat Hen
5.  Friends Pizza 
6.  Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine
7.  La Brasa
8.  Los Paisanos
9.  Michael’s Bar
10.Maya Sol
11. Montecristo Taqueria
12. Mount Vernon
13. Ola Cafe
14. Oliveira’s Steak House
15. Pastelaria Vitoria
16. Recino’s Cafe
17. Rei Da Picanha
18. Rincón Mexicano
19. Royal Pizza & Subs
20.Taco Loco
21. Tapatio Mexican Grill
22.Vinny’s

Shop
23. Amigos Market
24.  Awards Unlimited
25.  Bairos Liquors
26.  Berry Branch
27.  Deano’s Pasta

28.  Joe’s Liquors
29.  Melanie’s Boutique
30.  Metro Pcs
31.  Rapid Retail Systems
32.  Shaddai Boutique
33.  S K Convenience Stores
34.  Sullivan Squareliquors
35.  Super Dollar Plus
36.  Susanita Fiesta
37.  Tikal Uniform
38.  Variedades Mayra

Beauty
39.  Ana’s Hair Salon
40.  Bonita Hair Salon
41.  Coco Style
42.  Fadil African Hair Braiding
43.  Jozy’s Hair Salon
44.  Hair-gineer
45.  New Style Beautysalon
46.  Wally’s

Fitness
47.  Durbrow Performance 

Training
48.  Rx Strength Training
49.  Sityodtong Muay Thai 

Academy
50.  Somerville Boxing Club

Services
51.  Architectural Openings
52.  Broadway Brake Corp
53.  Casas Garcia
54.  Chang Xpress
55.  Foundation Kitchen
56. Instant Shoe Repair
57.  Kevin Jackson
58.  Lopesa Services
59.  New City Line 

Laundromat
60.  Perfect Dental
61.  PSG Framing
62.  Rev Clinics Add
63.  Smiles By Rosie
64.  Somerville Pediatric 

Dentistry And 
Orthodontics

65.  Tresfort Metal Works

City Services
66.  Cross St Senior Center
67.  East Branch Library
68.  East Somerville Main 

Streets
69.  Mudflat
70.  Teen Empowerment
71.  Project Soup

WASHINGTON STREET MAP
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We start this tour at Caldwell Street and Broadway just West of the 
93 underpass, where the Somerville and Charlestown City lines meet.  

Just a short distance away from the Sullivan Orange Line Station.

     Caldwell Street Mural
This mural is a painted canvas was created by Nate Swain and Laura Smith 
that was created in 2015 as part of the This is East project, which was a 
collaboration between East Somerville main Streets, the Somerville Arts 
Council and Mudflat Pottery School and funded in part by the National 
Endowment for the Arts.  You will find several public art projects along this 
tour that were completed as part of this large scale project.    

1

2

1 Caldwell Mural

2 Mount Vernon 
Restaurant Mural

3 Broadway Brake 
Corp & Lombardi 
Underpass Murals

4 David Zayas Mural

5 Calo Rosa Mural

6 Alexander Keto 
Mural

7 Angurria Mural

8 Library Mosaic

9 Cross Street Mural

3

4

5

6

7 8

9

http://nateswain.com/
https://laurasmith36.wixsite.com/artsincommunity
https://www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/this-is-east
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
https://mudflat.org/
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Moving on to our next stop, proceed westward along Broadway until 
you reach Mt Pleasant Street.  You should be at the corner of Mount 

Vernon Restaurant.  Walk up Mount Pleasant Street and look at the back-
side of the restaurant.  Here you will find the next stop.  

Mount Vernon Restaurant Mural
Mount Vernon Restaurant Mural by artist Brian Hart was completed 
October 2019.  This mural was commissioned by East Somerville Main 
Streets and was funded in part by a Somerville Arts Council Grant and 
with support from Mount Vernon Restaurant and Pub.  The mural features 
the restaurants well known “Twin Lobster Special” and if you look close, 
you will see representative icons of oceans and voyages.  

If you continue to walk towards the underpass at Lombardi street you 
will come to the Lombardi Underpass mural:

In 2019 local artist Meagan 
O’Brian was commissioned by 
Federal Realty Investment Trust/
Assembly Row to paint a mural 
to replace the printed mural 
that had deteriorated.  Meagan 
included several East Somerville 
icons in her mural including the 
triple decker houses, Chuckie 
Harris Park, Mudflat ceramic studios and “hello” in Spanish, Hattian and 
Portuguese representing our diverse community in East Somerville.  

Return to Broadway and continue westward until you reach Broadway 
and George Street.  You should see a mural on the East facing wall of 

Taco Loco at 46 Broadway.

After you’ve had your fill of lobster, proceed back to Broadway and 
proceed westward until you reach Mount Vernon Street.  From this 

corner you can chose to cross Broadway towards Lombardi underpass to get 
a closer look at the next two murals.  Lombardi underpass is a pedestrian and 
vehicle crossing under Interstate 93 to reach Assembly Square.  

Broadway Brake Corp & Lombardi 
Underpass Murals

The Broadway Brake mural was completed in 2020 by artist Meagan 
O’Brien and commissioned by East Somerville Main Streets with support 
of community member donations.  This mural features various modes of 
transportation with nods to East Somerville culture.  

http://www.thebrianhart.com/
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
https://www.mtvernonsomerville.com/
https://meaganobrien.com/
https://meaganobrien.com/
https://assemblyrow.com/
https://assemblyrow.com/
https://meaganobrien.com/
https://meaganobrien.com/
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David Zayas Mural 
This eye-catching David Zayas mural was commissioned by the City of 
Somerville/Somerville Arts Council and was completed in 2018.  David Zayas is 
from Puerto Rico.  Society is the main theme of his work —Us, human beings. 
He portrays this theme through images of children, women, and animals.

Continue westward along Broadway for less than one block down is our 
next stop at 52 Broadway is another East facing mural.  

Calo Rosa Mural
Calo Rosa mural at 52 Broadway (Somerville Communications) completed in 2019. 

“This piece was created for the El Salvadoran and Central American friends 
in Somerville, it’s a portrait of my friend Bianca Rosalia surrounded by ele-
ments from the tropical flora native to ES.

As many other Central Americans, Bianca represents the resilience and 
commitment to thrive in a different environment. It includes flora that is 
easy to recognize to Central Americans: Flor de izote, the national flower 
of ES, hojas de guineo that are use to cook and make tamales, and birds of 
paradise flowers. 

This elements bring us back to the days where we were in our hometowns, 
in the mountains or the coast, playing with our friends surrounded by life 
full of color. Bianca is wearing Mayan “ruler” earplugs as a reminder to rec-
ognize where we came from to know who we are, bigger that any govern-
ment, bigger than any frontier or division. wherever we are, the colors and 
energy of the tropics will always come with us.” – Calo

The next stop is quite a bit farther down on Broadway so take your 
time walking and perhaps stop for lunch at one of our many amazing 

immigrant-owned restaurants or stop into Mudflat Pottery School to see 
the latest ceramic art exhibit and classes happening.  Head westward until 
you have reached Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine at102 Broadway.  

https://www.instagram.com/zayasart/?hl=en
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
http://www.calo1.com/
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Alexander Keto Mural
Alexander Keto’s mural was completed in 2020 and commissioned by the 
City of Somerville/Somerville Arts Council.  Brazilian painter and sculptor 
Alexandre Keto’s works can be found in the permanent collections of the 
Brazilian Embassies in Ghana and Belgium. Influenced by samba, Orisha 
worship, and American graffiti, Keto’s mission is to celebrate, reconnect, 
and value the African heritage. Keto’s paintings are versions of the gods 
and goddesses of the ancestral Yoruba traditions, and his sculptures are 
influenced by African statues, especially those by the Yoruba and Baole 
people. Keto’s works are vivid, eclectic, and celebratory.

 Head across the street to the East Branch Library at 115 Broadway.  
Standing in front of the library gives the best vantage point to view 

the next mural, which is on the other side of Broadway above Ola Café 
at 112 Broadway.  

Angurria Mural
The Evaristo Angurria mural at 112 Broadway (above Ola cafe) was 
completed in 2018 and commissioned by the City of Somerville/Somerville 
Arts Council.  Angurria is a Dominican graphic designer and muralist.

While you are standing in front of the library, take a look at the 
cement bench out front, you should see the mosaic tiles on the face 

of the bench.  

Library Mosaic
This mosaic was created by a partnership between lead artist Laura Smith, 
East Somerville Main Streets, Mudflat Pottery Studios and the Somerville 
Arts Council, funded by the National Endowment for the Arts as part of the 
This is East project in 2015.

https://www.singulart.com/en/artist/alexandre-keto-16465?campaign_id=202&keyword=alexandre%20keto&matchtype=e&gclid=Cj0KCQiAmL-ABhDFARIsAKywVadLLs9WAq9ii8VQeYmM-iQw-z_wh09NYThLRJ--8x8WHLo3YoLTULgaAp94EALw_wcB
https://www.instagram.com/angurria/?hl=en
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
https://laurasmith36.wixsite.com/artsincommunity
https://mudflat.org/
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
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East Somerville Main Streets and Mudflat Studios held six workshops at the 
East Somerville Community School with grades 2 and 7 to conceptualize 
and mold the actual clay pieces for the mosaic. This created over 100 unique 
pieces that represent the children’s history and perspective.  

There were also six workshops at Beautiful Stuff Project, one workshop at the 
Broadway Senior Center, one workshop in the East Somerville library and two 
workshops at Mudflat Potter School, to produce clay pieces for the mosaic 
that would include the perspective of people in the community from as many 
backgrounds as possible.

Continue westward along Broadway until you reach Cross Street.  
Turn right at cross street and head North along Cross Street until 

you reach Chuckie Harris Park and Playground.  The next stop is across 
the street from the park.  

Cross Street Mural
This mural was created in 2015 as part of the This is East project, which was 
a collaboration between East Somerville main Streets, the Somerville Arts 
Council and Mudflat Pottery School and funded by the National Endowment 
for the Arts.  This mural included community workshops by True Story 
Theatre for concepts and features silhouettes of local community members, 
painted by the community.

Stinky’s Kittens and 
Doggies Too… 

10 Bristol Rd 

 Somerville, MA 02144 

(617) 623-0265  

stinkyskittens-
doggiestoo.com 

stinkysgrooming@msn.com 

 
“Great pets deserve 

great care” 

Come meet your 
neighborhood!
www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org

https://www.thebeautifulstuffproject.org/
https://www.eastsomervillemainstreets.org/this-is-east
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
https://somervilleartscouncil.org/
https://mudflat.org/
https://truestorytheater.com/
https://truestorytheater.com/
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Welcome to East Somerville! This 
wonderfully diverse neighborhood 
has lots of rich history. Somerville 
was settled in 1630 as part of 
Charlestown. In 1842, Somerville 
separated from Charlestown and 
became a town and 30 years later, 
in 1872, Somerville became a City. 
We are the most densely populated 
City in Massachusetts, and East Somerville is the densest neighborhood. Paul 
Revere’s famed “Midnight Ride” on April 18, 1775 took him along our two 
main streets: Washington Street and Broadway during his successful effort to 
warn Revolutionaries in Lexington and Concord that the British were coming. 

East Somerville had a vital role to play in transportation, first as the 
terminus of the Middlesex Canal, a 27-mile man-made waterway designed 
to haul building materials and agricultural products to Boston’s markets. 
This was only the second canal built in the United States at the time, and 
was 3.5 feet deep, 30 feet wide, with 50 bridges, with 8 aqueducts, and 20 
locks. The canal was constructed from 1792-1803 and was heavily used until 
the arrival of the railroad. It closed in 1851.

In the 1830s, East Somerville was home to a portion of the first railroad in 
the Boston Area, the Boston and Lowell Railroad. Then in 1890, an electric 
trolley along Broadway expanded opportunities for the neighborhood’s 
growth. From 1926 to 1958, a Ford Motor Plant was located in what we 
know today as Assembly Square.

Find East Somerville and other local history tours online at the City of 
Somerivlle Historic Preservation Division.

1
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1 165 Broadway
2  East Somerville 

Community School
3  Pearl Street
4  115 Broadway
5  104 Broadway
6  83 Broadway

7  81 Broadway
8  25 Arlington Street
9  132 Perkins Street
10 1 Arlington Street
11  67 Broadway
12 Pennsylvania Avenue
13 Chuckie E Harris Park
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https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/historic-events-and-education
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/historic-events-and-education
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We designed this 1.5-mile walking tour as a loop. We have you starting at 
the corner of Cross Street and Broadway and ending at the park situated 
directly behind the first stop. However, you can choose to do this loop in 
reverse order, or you can start at the place nearest you and circle around 
the loop until you have seen all the locations.

We start this tour at the corner of Cross Street and Broadway in 
front of 165 Broadway. 

165 Broadway 
This red brick building was built in 1895 as 
a fire station. The building used to have a 
crenellated tower and battlements, making it 
resemble more of an Italian palazzo. Toward 
the end of the 20th century, the building 
became home to the community’s elders as a 
senior center. It also currently houses Project 
Soup, which offers canned and fresh produce, 
and protein when in stock, to Somerville 
residents in need. 

Cross Broadway and continue South on Cross Street. As you near 
the first traffic light at the Cross Street and Pearl Street intersection, 

pause and look to your left. Here you will find the next stop.

East Somerville Community School
 In the wee morning hours of Sunday, December 9, 2007, an electrical issue 
in a heater started a 3-alarm fire that quickly spread throughout the East 
Somerville Community School. The extensive damage forced students and 
teachers to disperse to other schools across the City for 5.5 years while the 
school was demolished and completely rebuilt. The new school reopened 
in September 2013 and includes a full-sized gym, media center, and garden 
classroom for students from Kindergarten through 8th Grade. 

Turn left onto Pearl Street and continue east for one block. During 
this time, admire the architecture of the homes on Pearl Street. 

Pearl Street 
Pearl Street it evolved as a thoroughfare lined with some of the neighbor-
hoods most stylish and substantial Mansard style residences between in the 
mid 1860s to early 18702. In that time, Pearl Street surpassed Perkins Street, 
one block to the north, as the focus for fashionable living in East Somerville.

Turn left onto Glen Street and follow it back up to Broadway. Cross 
Broadway and turn right to head East along Broadway pausing in front 

of the library for your next stop.  To the right of the library there is a gran-
ite marker to commemorate Ploughed Hill and the Ursuline Convent. 

115 Broadway 
This stop includes many key locations in East Somerville History. 

East Branch of the Somerville 
Public Library  —First, you will see 
the East Branch of the Somerville 
Public Library. Built in 1918, the 
library was funded solely by Andrew 
Carnegie, the Pittsburgh steel 
magnate who funded hundreds 
of libraries in the US and Britain. 
When it was built, the library was well positioned to serve a new category 
of patrons: automobile owners who wished to combine shopping on 
Broadway with checking out or dropping off books. 

Ploughed Hill/Mount Benedict 
 —Prior to the 1870s, the area 
north of Broadway was known as 
Ploughed Hill during Revolutionary 
times, and later as Mount 
Benedict. During the Revolutionary 
War, General George Washington 
ordered his army to fortify the hill 
with artillery to defend the Mystic 
River from the British. 
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Ursuline Convent Riots  —In 1827, a convent and brick school were built 
on Mount Benedict (Ploughed Hill). At the time, anti-Catholic sentiment 
was high among the Protestant majority, with many Protestants believing 
Catholic instiatutions were full of immorality and corruption. This culminated 
in angry riots on August 11 and 12 of 1834. During the riots, an angry mob 
burned down the Ursuline Convent. Luckily, both the Catholic nuns and their 
students were warned ahead of time to flee the premises and no one was 
harmed. This area is sometimes referred to as the Nunnery Grounds.

Pause and look across Broadway at Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine. 

104 Broadway 
This used to be Tony’s Foodland, a large local food market owned by the Pino 
family, that included full fish market where you could buy fresh fried fish and 
clams. Around the corner, the Pino Brothers also ran a Broadway style carni-
val with rides for kids. This is now the location of Gauchao Brazilian Cuisine.

Continue East on Broadway until you arrive at the Police Department. 

83 Broadway 
Currently the police station, this 
used to be Broadway Coffee Shop or 
Eddie’s Coke Shop. It opened in 1931 
by Jennie and Eddie Vartabedian and 
had entries onto both the street and 
the theatre lobby. It included a Juke 
Box, old fashioned telephone booths, 
and a soda fountain. It is described by locals who remember it fondly as a 
beautiful shop with lots of character. It had a long counter with stools and 
booths located along the window. 

Continue east to Mudflat, which is right next to the Police Station.

81 Broadway 
In the late 1920s, Somerville had six movie theaters! East Somerville’s own 
was the Hurst’s Broadway Theatre located at 81 Broadway. Built in 1915 for 
Star Theatres Incorporated, the Hurst had a capacity of 1,850 seats and con-
tinued to operate into the late 1940s. 

Cross Broadway and head South on Hathorn Street (next to Vinny’s). 
Continue south on Hathorn Street until it ends and turn right onto 

Arlington Street. Here is your next stop. 

25 Arlington Street
St. Benedict’s Roman Catholic Church 
has been long associated with the 
Italian community residing in East 
Somerville. Built in 1911 from designs 
provided by archdiocesan architect 
Edward Sheehan, the church is a 
relatively rare example of the Mission 
and Spanish Colonial Revival styles. 
Although the church’s original corner 
tower has been removed, the interior remains remarkably intact, well de-
tailed, and lavishly appointed. Blending Midwestern Prairie style with Classical 
Revival elements, the church’s rectory at 25 Arlington Street was built in 1934. 

Continue West on Arlington Street for a short ways, then turn left onto 
Franklin Street to head south. Quickly turn left onto Perkins Street. At 

the corner of Myrtle and Perkins you will find your next stop.
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132 Perkins Street 
This was the residence of Miss Elizabeth Ar-
rowsmith Waters. She was the founder of the 
Somerville Samaritan Society, which was orga-
nized in this house on November 13, 1871. The 
purpose of Miss Waters’s Society was to help 
the working poor in Somerville by establishing 
a children’s home and day nursery that evident-
ly anticipated our modern day care centers.

Continue East on Perkins Street and take your first left onto Lincoln 
Street. At the corner of Lincoln and Arlington street you will find one 

of the most famous and historically significant houses in Somerville.

1 Arlington Street  
Known as The Charles Williams, Jr. House, this is the location of the first 
residential telephone line. Mr. William’s sold telegraph equipment and 
collaborated with several inventors, including Alexander Graham Bell. Bell 
and his assistant invented the telephone at Mr. Williams’ office at 109 
Court Street in Boston 1875. Two years later, Mr. Williams had constructed 
a 3-mile telephone line from his office to his home and made the first resi-
dential phone call in 1877. Mr. Williams’ office and home had the first ever 
telephone numbers – 1 & 2. 

Continue North on Lincoln Street toward Broadway. Cross Broadway 
and turn left. At the corner of Broadway and Pennsylvania, you will 

find the next stop. 

67 Broadway 
This building was once a neighborhood funeral parlor, the Kelleher Funer-
al Home, going back to the late 1940s. The famous lawyer, F. Lee Bailey’s 
father is reputedly the last person for whom a wake was held here. It was 
painted in somber colors reflecting the nature of the business, white with 
black shutters, and clearly in contrast to the present color-of brilliant blue. 
The location currently houses Revolutionary Clinics, a medical marijuana 
dispensary that will soon have its recreational license.

Now you will walk north on Pennsylvania Avenue for a while. Enjoy 
the beautiful homes on this long, curved street, pausing to read the 

description below.

Pennsylvania Avenue 
This is the eastern and northern border of the “States Avenue” section of 
East Somerville. It was Ploughed Hill, the neighborhoods’ most picturesque 
natural feature with a storied past (see the Ploughed Hill and Ursuline Con-
vent marker at stop # 5), until the hill was leveled in the late 1870s to build 
houses. Construction stalled, however, so the houses in this neighborhood 
were built in the 1910s. 

When Pennsylvania Avenue ends, turn left and walk down to end your 
tour in the beautiful Chuckie Harris Park, which is our last stop. 

Chuckie E Harris Park 
An empty lot was transformed to 
this beautiful community park, 
which debuted in 2013 and has 
been a treasured addition to the 
East Somerville neighborhood ever 
since. The park also benefits the local 
environment with the addition of 
70 trees to East Somerville, and the 
slides are built into the hill, making 
them handicap accessible. The park 
includes a rain wall that doubles as a movie screen on summer evenings. 
East Somerville Main Streets hosts events at the park, including the Annual 
Halloween Block Party, a favorite among neighborhood children.
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